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                                Theodore Roosevelt Expressway Association Report
	   3 rd Quarter 2014
   
 The Theodore Roosevelt Expressway Association (TREA) is currently giving Membership updates on the activities of the TREA and the Ports to Plains Alliance asking for their continued membership and thanking members for their past support.  During our visit’s we are asking for all membership to sign on to the Resolution to be submitted to Congress supporting a long term Transportation Bill. The membership communities have a good understanding of how important a federal long term transportation bill is for surface transportation needs for the corridor and support has been great. 
    We are waiting for the preliminary information on the Freight Plan Study recommended by the Federal Transportation Bill MAP 21, of which North Dakota Dept. of Transportation (NDDOT) is currently undertaking, this is a positive step for the state addressing the needs to address a safe, efficient freight system. North Dakota is an exporting state to the U.S. and worldwide and the plan hopefully will address future needs to move those products.    TREA also suggested to NDDOT that North Dakota consider a Freight Advisory Board that was also recommended by MAP 21, many alliance states currently have freight advisory boards in place. 
      Major steps on the completion of the TRE have been recently announced, the bids were let to complete the Lewis and Clark Bridge across the Missouri River at Williston, this will move this piece of the Four Lane to be complete from Watford City to Williston N.D.  The next Phase for the TRE is the Preliminary Engineering and Design from Watford City to I-94. This project is on an accelerated schedule and is in the first stages of engineering, and will is a huge piece of the TRE in North Dakota, and will be very a challenging project financially and environmentally.
     Rapid City Mayor Sam Kooiker extended an invitation to the TREA to his office to meet with South Dakota and Black Hills Economic Development officials along with Representation from Senator John Thune’s office and South Dakota Dept of Transportation officials to discuss the U.S. 85 corridor in South Dakota and keeping U.S. 85 on the Radar in South Dakota. The TRE is a vital component in linking South Dakota to the vibrant economy of North Dakota.
      Cal Klewin on behalf of the TREA will be meeting with the Black Hills Mayors Association as a guest of Mayor Kooiker later in September to introduce information on the TREA and its mission.  TREA will be attending and presenting at the Black Hills Bakken and Investor Conference www.BlackHillsBakkenConference.com  in Spearfish on October 1-2.     
       Cal Klewin, Theodore Roosevelt Expressway Association Executive Director and Ports to Plains V.P. Joe Kiely attended the Ribbon Cutting of the Heartland Expressway at Rapid City this was a major milestone in the completion of South Dakota’s efforts in development of the Heartland Expressway Project. 
 I have also included in this report, pieces of an article of the opening of the first portion of the TRE (14 miles of 4 lanes) between Watford and Williston.       
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 Lt. Gov. Drew Wrigley joined North Dakota Department of Transportation (NDDOT) Director Grant Levi, along with other state and local officials, to open the first portion of the U.S. Highway 85 four-lane project. NDDOT has completed 14 miles of the project and is moving forward on construction of the remaining 25 miles on U.S. Highway 85 stretching between Watford City and Williston.
“Significant progress has been made on transportation projects throughout North Dakota,” Wrigley said. “Today we opened four lanes of highway on U.S. 85 between Watford City and Alexander and witnessed work advancing on several other construction projects in this area, both illustrating the state’s commitment to helping western North Dakota communities meet the challenges of rapid growth.”
The U.S. 85 project consists of three construction phases that will create additional driving lanes and a median, converting the two-lane highway into a four-lane, divided highway.
“With over 12,000 vehicles a day traveling on this section of road, this expansion will greatly enhance the movement of traffic in the area,” said Levi.
The highly anticipated first phase of the U.S. 85 project opened today. Construction on this segment of the highway between Watford City and Alexander was completed in approximately one year. The second and third phases of the project include construction from north of Alexander to Williston and the replacement of the Lewis and Clark Bridge over the Missouri River near Williston.
 “This progress is a result of the Governor and Legislative body passing Senate Bill 2176 to make funding available early, which enabled us to get started on projects last spring,” said Levi.
The 2013 and 2014 construction seasons represent the largest road construction programs in state history. To enhance traffic movement, the state’s investments include approximately $409 million for truck reliever routes and bypasses around the communities of Williston, Alexander, Watford City, New Town, and Dickinson alone.
In all, the state will invest about $2.7 billion to support the state’s oil and gas region during the current biennium. The state commitment – more than twice the amount of the previous, two-year funding package – includes funding for highway, county and township road improvements; water supply and water treatment projects and the development of affordable housing. Other state commitments include grants for local law enforcement agencies and emergency medical responders; stationing more Highway Patrol troopers in western North Dakota; enhancements to the region’s court system and funding for dust suppression projects.
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